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S-0677.1

SENATE BI LL 5423

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Haugen and Swecker

Read first tinme 01/25/2005. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to special license plates; anendi ng RCW 46. 16. 385,
46. 16. 690, 46.16. 745, and 46.16. 755; adding a new section to chapter
46. 04 RCW and adding a new section to chapter 46.16 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 46.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

"Collection of special license plates" neans a group of special
license plates having a simlar thenme that are approved by the speci al
license plate review board.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The followng special license plate series created by the
| egi sl ature may be personalized: (a) RCW46.16.301; (b) RCW46. 16. 305,
except those plates issued under RCW 46. 16. 305(1); (c) RCW 46. 16. 324;
(d) RCW 46.16.585; or (e) RCW46. 16. 745.

(2) Personalized special plates issued under this section may be
personalized only by using nunbers or letters, or any conbination
t hereof not exceeding seven positions, including the special plate
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identifier position holders, and not |ess than one position, to the
extent that there are no conflicts with existing |license plate series.
A personalized special Ilicense plate is subject to the sane
requi renents as personalized license plates issued on the standard
background as listed in RCW46. 16. 575, 46.16.580, 46.16.590, 46.16. 595,
and 46. 16. 600.

(3) In addition to any other fees and taxes due at the tine of
regi stration, applicants for a personalized special |icense plate nust
pay both the fees and taxes required to be paid upon registration or
renewal of the special plate as set out in the statute creating the
special plate and the personalized plate as required in RCW46. 16. 585
and 46. 16.606. The special plate fee nmust be distributed in accordance
with the requirenents set out in the statute creating the specia
pl at e. The personalized plate fee nust be distributed under RCW
46. 16. 585 and 46. 16. 606.

Sec. 3. RCW46.16.385 and 2004 ¢ 222 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The department shall design and issue disabl ed parking enbl em
versions of special license plates issued under (a) RCW46. 16. 301; (b)
RCW 46. 16. 305, except those plates issued under RCW 46. 16. 305 (1) and
(2); (c) RCW46.16.324; (d) RCW46.16.745; (e) RCW 73.04.110; (f) RCW
73.04.115; (g) RCW46.16.585; or ((f¢))) (h) RCW46.16.301(1) (a), (b),
or (c), as it existed before anmendnent by section 5, chapter 291, Laws
of 1997. The disabl ed parki ng enbl em version of the special plate nust
di splay the universal synbol of access that may be used in lieu of the
parking placard issued to persons who qualify for special parking
privileges under RCW 46. 16. 381. The departnment may not charge an
additional fee for the issuance of the special disabled parking enblem
license plate, except the regular notor vehicle registration fee, the
fee associated with the particular special plate, and any other fees
and taxes required to be paid upon registration of a notor vehicle
The enbl em nust be incorporated into the design of the special |icense
plate in a manner to be determned by the departnent, and under
exi sting vehicular |icensing procedures and existing |aws.

(2) Persons who qualify for special parking privileges under RCW
46. 16. 381, and who have applied and paid the appropriate fee for any of
the special license plates listed in subsection (1) of this section
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are entitled to receive fromthe departnent a special disabled parking
enblem |icense plate. The special disabled parking enblem |icense
pl ate may be used for one vehicle registered in the disabled person's
name. Persons who have been issued the parking privileges or who are
using a vehicle displaying the special disabled parking enblemlicense
plate may park in places reserved for nobility disabl ed persons.

(3) The special disabled parking enblem |icense plate nust be
admnistered in the sane manner as the plates issued under RCW
46. 16. 381.

(4) The departnent shall adopt rules to inplenent this section.

Sec. 4. RCW 46.16.690 and 2003 c 361 s 502 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The departnent shall offer Ilicense plate design services to
organi zations that are sponsoring a new special license plate series or
are seeking to redesign the appearance of an existing special |icense
plate series that they sponsored. In providing this service, the
departnment nust work with the requesting organization in determning
the specific qualities of the new plate design and nust provide ful
design services to the organi zation. The departnent shall collect from
the requesting organization a fee of ((ere—thousand—Ftve—hundred))
fifty dollars for providing license plate design services. This fee

i ncludes one original license plate design and up to five additiona
renditions of the original design. | f the organi zation requests the
departnment to provide further renditions, in addition to the five

renditions provided for under the original fee, the departnent shal
collect an additional fee of five hundred dollars per rendition. Al
revenue collected under this section nust be deposited into the
mul ti nodal transportation account.

Sec. 5. RCW 46.16.745 and 2003 c 196 s 301 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A sponsoring organization neeting the requirenments of RCW
46. 16. 735, applying for the creation of a special |icense plate to the
special license plate review board nust, on an application supplied by
the departnent, provide the mninmum application requirenents in
subsection (2) of this section. |f the sponsoring organization cannot
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nmeet the paynent requirenents of subsection (2) of this section, then
t he organi zati on nust neet the requirenents of subsection (3) of this
section.

(2) The sponsoring organization shall:

(a) Submt prepaynent of all start-up costs associated with the
creation and inplenentation of the special |icense plate or collection
of special license plates in an amobunt determ ned by the departnent.
The departnment shall place this noney into the special license plate
applicant trust account created under RCW46. 16. 755((3))) (4);

(b) Provide a proposed |license plate design;

(c) Provide a marketing strategy outlining short and long-term

mar keting plans for ((the)) each special license plate and a financi al
anal ysis outlining the anticipated revenue and the planned expenditures
of the revenues derived fromthe sale of the special |icense plate or
collection of special license plates;

(d) Provide a signature of a legislative sponsor and proposed
| egi sl ation creating the special |icense plate; and

(e) Provide proof of organizational qualifications as determ ned by
the departnent as provided for in RCW46. 16. 735.

(3) If the sponsoring organization is not able to neet the paynent
requi rements of subsection (2)(a) of this section and can denonstrate
this fact to the satisfaction of the departnent, the sponsoring
organi zati on shall:

(a) Submt an application and nonrefundable fee of two thousand
dollars per plate, for deposit in the notor vehicle account, to the

depart nent;
(b) Provide signature sheets that include signatures from
individuals who intend to purchase the special |icense plate and the

nunber of plates each individual intends to purchase. The sheets nust
reflect a mninmm of two thousand intended purchases of the specia
license plate, or in the case of a collection of special license plates
the sheets nust contain signatures representing the nunber of plates in
the collection multiplied by two thousand;

(c) Provide a proposed |license plate design;

(d) Provide a marketing strategy outlining short and long-term
mar keting plans for ((the)) each special license plate and a financi al
anal ysis outlining the anticipated revenue and the planned expenditures
of the revenues derived fromthe sale of the special |icense plate;
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(e) Provide a signature of a legislative sponsor and proposed
| egislation creating the special license plate or collection of special

license plates; and

(f) Provide proof of organizational qualifications as determ ned by
t he departnent as provided in RCW46. 16. 735.

(4) After an application is approved by the special |license plate
review board, the application need not be reviewed again by the board
for a period of three years.

Sec. 6. RCW46.16.755 and 2004 c 222 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) (a) Revenues generated fromthe sale of special |icense plates
for those sponsoring organi zati ons who used the application process in
RCW 46. 16. 745(3) nust be deposited into the notor vehicle account until
the departnent determnes that the state's inplenentation costs have
been fully reinbursed. The departnent shall apply the application fee
requi red under RCW 46. 16. 745(3) (a) towards those costs.

(b) Wien it is determned that the state has been fully reinbursed
the departnent nust notify the house of representatives and senate
transportation conmttees, the sponsoring organization, and the
treasurer, and commence the distribution of the revenue as otherw se
provi ded by | aw

(2) I'f reinbursenent does not occur within two years fromthe date
the plate is first offered for sale to the public, the special |icense
pl ate series nust be placed in probationary status for a period of one
year from that date. If the state is still not fully reinbursed for
its inplenmentation costs after the one-year probation, the plate series
must be discontinued i1imediately. Special plates issued before
di scontinuation are valid until replaced under RCW 46. 16. 233.

(3) For purposes of neeting the reinbursenent requirenents provided
in this section, an organization sponsoring a collection of specia
license plates may provide for reinbursenent in the follow ng manner:

(a) The sponsoring organi zation may dedicate the revenue from each
plate in the collection to neet the reinbursenent requirenent for
inpl enentation of that individual plate design. If one or nore plate
designs wthin the collection cannot neet the reinbursenent
requirenent, the plate failing to neet the requirenent nust be placed
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on probationary status and discontinued as provided in subsections (1)
and (2) of this section; or

(b) The sponsoring organi zation may dedi cate the revenues from al
plates to neet a common reinbursenent requirenent for the whole
coll ection. If the total revenue from the sale of all the plates
within the collection are sufficient to neet the entire collection's
rei nbursenent requirenents, the conplete collection may continue to be
made available. If the total revenue fromthe sale of all the plates
within the collection is not sufficient to neet the entire collection's
rei nbursenent requirenents, the conplete collection nust be placed in
probationary status and di scontinued as provided in subsections (1) and
(2) of this section.

(4) The special license plate applicant trust account is created in
the custody of the state treasurer. All receipts fromspecial |icense
pl ate applicants, except the application fee as provided in RCW
46. 16. 745(3), nust be deposited into the account. Only the director of
the departnent or the director's designee may authorize disbursenents
from the account. The account is not subject to the allotnent
procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW nor is an appropriation required
for disbursenents.

((4)Y)) (5) The departnent shall provide the special |icense plate
applicant with a witten receipt for the paynent.

((65))) (B6) The departnent shall maintain a record of each speci al
license plate applicant trust account deposit, including, but not
l[imted to, the nanme and address of each special |icense plate
appl i cant whose funds are being deposited, the anmount paid, and the
date of the deposit.

((66))) (7) After the departnent receives witten notice that the
special license plate applicant's application has been:

(a) Approved by the legislature the director shall request that the
nmoney be transferred to the notor vehicle account;

(b) Denied by the special l|icense plate review board or the
| egislature the director shall provide a refund to the applicant within
thirty days; or

(c) Wthdrawn by the special license plate applicant the director
shall provide a refund to the applicant within thirty days.

~-- END ---
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